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JOHN  K.  TINKER,  a  prominent  representative  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Clifford  township,  Susquehanna  ^ounty ,  was  born  there 
June  2,  1839,  on  his  father's  old  homestead,  a  son  of  John  and  Agnes 
(Stevenson)  Tinker. 

John  Tinker,  the  father,  was  born  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  May  11, 
1799,  and  in  1817  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  William  and  May 
(Anderson)  Tinker,  also  natives  of  Falkirk.  They  spent  the  first 
winter  in  New  York  City,  then  moved  to  Little  Britain,  Orange  Couftty', 
New  York,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Susquehanna  ^County ,  Penn. ,  lo¬ 
cating  on  the  farm  in  Clifford  township  where  our  subject's  brother 
now  resides.  There  the  grandfather  died  June  29,  1835,  aged  seventy- 
six  years,  the  grandmother  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same  age,  and  their 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker  cemetery,  upon  their  farm.  They 
were  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  four 
children:  William,  born  Feb^20,  1797,  married  Louise  Catlin,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Greenfie?d  township,  Lackawanna  County,  Penn., 
where  he  died  October  16,  1881;  John,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
next  in  the  order  of  birth;  James,  born  Sept^  2y  1 801,  married  Polly 
M.  Dunn,  and  was  a  wealthy,  prominent  and  charitable  farmer,  residing 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  died  June  3,  1884;  and  Fleming  died  in 
Scotland  at  an  early  age. 

During  his  youth  the  father  of  our  subject  worked  in  his  father's 
stocking  factory,  but  after  coming  to  Susquehanna  ^ounty  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  chiefly.  He  was  one  of  the  large  land  owners 
in  Susquehanna  County,  and  became  a  noted  speculator,  stock  farmer 
and  money  lender.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he  removed  to  the  farm  in 
Clifford  township  where  his  daughters  now  reside.  Returning  to 
Scotland,  he  was  married,  in  Silverwood,  Ayrshire,  March  18,  1829, 
to  Miss  Agnes  Stevenson,  a  native  of  that  place,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Agnes  (Templeton)  Stevenson.  Six  children  blessed  this 
union:  William,  now  a  retired  farmer  of  Clifford  township,  was  in¬ 
born  FebdM^ZO,  1830,  and  married  Rebecca  Carr;  Agnes,  born 
1832,  died  Janl^l7,  1864,  unmarried;  May,  born  August  1,  1835;  lives 
on  the  old  homestead;  John  K. ,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of 
birth;  Robert,  born  Sept4^T9  ,  1842,  wedded  Mary  A.  Tralles,  and 
operates  his  grandfather's  farm;  and  Janet  S.  S.,  born  Oci3^tL4  ,  1846  , 
lives  with  her  sister  on  their  father's  farm.  The  father  died 
Sept^?9,  1891,  the  mother  Octoj^l,  18  73,  aged  sixty- three  years, 
and  both  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Tinker  cemetery.  They  were  con¬ 
sistent  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  he  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage.  On  Decr^r  1872,  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  Mr.  Tinker  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Bruce,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  namely 
Jean  graduated  from  the  preparatory  department  of  Wooster,  Univ 
and  has  taught  school,  but  is  now  at  home;  John  S.  attended  the 
same  institution  for  six  years,  graduating;  Agnes  M.  (who  was  also 
a  student  at  the  Wooster  University  for  two  years)  and  W.  A.  Bruce 


